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BACKGROUND

The relevance and purpose of this project relates to the implementation of the European IPPC Directive (Council
Directive 96/61/EC). The purpose of the Directive is to achieve integrated systems of prevention of polluting emissions to
air, land and water, including measures concerning waste, in order to achieve a high level of protection of the
environment taken as a whole. One crucial sector is livestock agriculture due to its very large impact on the wider
environment.

The European IPPC Bureau (EIPPCB) in Seville is charged by the European Commission with the organisation of a
European information exchange in order to establish special Reference Documents (known as BREFs) for each of the
categories of industrial activities listed in the Directive. The first BREF for Intensive Livestock Farming (ILF) was
published in 2003. In the development of the BREF many European countries used their own system and their own
criteria for the evaluation of the best technologies. This led to differing results and to the call for harmonised guidelines
for the formulation of classification methods of BAT for Intensive Livestock Farming.

OBJECTIVES

The overall objective of this project is to develop an integrated and consistent methodology for the classification of
livestock housing systems including storage, treatment and spreading of the manures produced, in terms of "Best
Available Techniques".

This includes the secondary objectives:
» The development and application of systems to evaluate the environmental and economic performance of
different technologies in use in intensive livestock farming including cost/benefit considerations regarding
emission reduction.

» The assessment of animal health and welfare implications that are specific for the Intensive Livestock Farming
sector.

» The development of a documentation system for BAT techniques to support the implementation of new and
effective techniques, very much depending on the possibilities of use of documentation across borders.

» To prepare a suitable "Glossary of Terms on Livestock Manure Management" to support the harmonised
description of techniques in Europe.

» To disseminate the results widely including all relevant stakeholders in the Livestock Farming Sector.
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